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CREATOR’S CALL

Time of revelation
Surah Al-Baqarah: The first part of this 
Surah was revealed in the early period 
of Hijrah to Madinah and the rest was 
revealed later.

Subject and article
The infringements of the previous 
Ummah (Bani-Israel), their mistakes, 
and the way in which they proved their 
negligence in their duties have been 
notified and at the same time, in the 
following verse, it is declared that the 
Ummah of Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم has been 
placed as a ‘Median Ummah’.
The change of Qiblah was in fact a sign 
that the duty or responsibility of Bani 
Israel have come to an end and has been 
transferred to ‘this Ummah’.
The original term used in the Qur’an 
for the Muslim community is ‘Ummah’. 
Lexicologists have defined the concept 
of Ummah as a group of people who 
have common values, comprehensive 
matters, etc.  

In this verse, the word ‘وَسَطًا’ is used 
as an adjective for the Ummah which 
literally means ‘moderate/median’. Thus, 
the literal translation of ‘ةً وَسَطًا  will be ’أمَُّ
‘the moderate/median Ummah’. Some 
translators have translated it as ‘the best 
Ummah’. 
Thus, this word ‘وَسَطًا’ has a very broad 
perspective in it. Therefore, it can also 
be used as the term ‘intermediate’. From 
this point of view, ‘this Ummah’ is one 
of the intermediaries between God and 
human beings. Therefore, in the chain 
of guidance that has been established 
for mankind, the first intermediary 
is of Jibreel (A.S) the  second  is of 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and the third is of this 
Ummah.

In summary
The Muslim Ummah should play a 
“central role” in all its collective and 
social life. And the purpose of this 
Ummah is to bear witness to the truth. 
Further, this testimony is not limited to 
this world only but also in the Hereafter 
the Muslim Ummah will have to bear 
witness upon the whole humanity and 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم will have to bear 
witness upon his Ummah.

ةٍۭ بِشَهِيدٍ وَجِئنْاَ بِكَ عَلىَٰ  فكََيْفَ إِذاَ جِئنْاَ مِن كُلِّ أمَُّ
ؤُٓلَٓءِ شَهِيداً ٰـ هَ

So how [will it be] when We bring 
from every nation a witness and We 
bring you, [O Muhammad], against 
these [people] as a witness? [Quran 

4: 41]

That is, the prophet of every nation and 
those who testified to the truth in this 
world, they will have the status of ‘ًشَهِيدا’ 
in the Hereafter. There they will testify 
in front of Allah that, ‘O Lord! We have 
conveyed the guidance that was given 
to us, without concealing anything, 
without regard to any expediency, 
without taking care of any of our 
interests and protection of our body 
and soul’. Then the same testimony 
will be given by Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم upon his 
Ummah. Then there will be general 
accounting of individuals and people 
will be asked, ‘Was truth not conveyed 
to you?’

May Allah help us all to fulfil our 
responsibilities.

سُوۡلُ عَليَۡكُمۡ شَهِيدۡا ۃً وَسَطًا لِتّكَُونوُا شُهَدآَءَ عَلىَ النَّاسِ وَيكَُونَ الرَّ وَكَذلَِكَ جَعلَۡناَكُمۡ ّۃمًَُّ
And thus, We have made you a median [i.e., just] community that you will 
be witnesses over the people and the Messenger will be a witness over you. 

[Quran 2: 143]
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